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Amendments to the Clftims "^^^ ^ ^ ^ 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 
Listing o f glaiiMftt 

1 . (Currently amended) A purification device comprising: 

a jfilter, the filter comprising 

a filter body that includes an interior, 

a first filter connector in fluid communication with the interiorj and 
at least one ribonucleic acid-<apttiring (RNA-capturing) membrane disposed within 
the interior; [[and]] 

a removable vacuum adapts plate comprising a substrate including a first surface, a second 
sur&ce, [[and]] one or more throu^-holes extending at least fiom the first sur&ce to die second 
surface, and a set of first plate connectors exten ding fiiom the first surface, disposed in fluid 
commupication with the one or more througfa-holes: and 

a connectable collection vessel; 

wherein the first filter connector is cz^able of connecting to the vacuum adapter plate via 
Ihe set of first plate connectors to fbnn a leak^firee fluid communication fiom the interior of the 
filter [[to]] through a respective one of the one or more tbioi^-holes to the connectable collection 
vessel . 

2. (Original) The purification device of claim 1 , wherein the first filter connector extends away 
fiiom the filt^ body. 
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3. (Original) The pwificadon device of claim 1, wheireiD each of the one or more throu^ 
holes furthw comprises a tubular connector that extends away fiom the substrate. 

4. (Ordinal) The purification device of claim 1, further comprising a sample reservoir device 
that includes a connector capable of connecting the sample reservoir device to the filter to form a 
fluid communication between the sample reservoir device and Ae jBlter. 

5. (Original) The purification device of claim 4, further comprising one or more blood- 
treatment components disposed in tbe sample leservoir device* 

6. (Original) The purification device of claim 4, fiarther comprising one or more blood- 
tpeatmeot reagents disposed in the sample reservoir device. 

7. (Original) The purification device of claim 4, fiiriher comprising a lysing reagent, a blood- 
stabili2dng reagent, and an anti-ooagulant, disposed in the sample reservoir device. 

8. (Original) The purification device of claim 4, fiirther comprising a lysing reagent disposed 
in the sample reservoir device, 

9. (Original) The purification device of claim 4, ftuther comprising a blood-stabilizing reagent 
disposed in the sample reservoir device. 
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10. (Original) The purification device of claim 4, further comprising a whole blood sample 
disposed in the sample leseivoir device. 

11. (Original) The purification device of claim 4, wherein the filter body fiirther comprises a 
second filter connector disposed on an opposite side of the filter body relative to the first filter 
connector. 

12. (Original) The purification device of claim 8, wherein the sample reservoir device includes 
a reservoir connector, and the second filtar connector and the reservoir connector are c^ble of 
connecting to each other to fonn a fiuid communication therebetween. 

13. (Original) The purification device of claim 4, wherein the sample reservoir device 
comprises a syringe body. 

14. (Original) The purification device of claim 1, fiirther comprising a filter fiit disposed in the 
interior of the filter body adjacent the RNA-capturing membrane. 

15. (Original) The purification device of claim 1, wherein the filter body comprises a syringe 
body. 

16. (Original) The purification device of claim 1, wherein the at least one RNA-captuiing 
meDDibranc comprises a plurality of RNA-c^turing membranes. 
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17. (Original) The piirification device of claim 1, wherein the pluiaUty of through-holes 
comprises fix>m about four to about eight fhxough-holes. 

18. (Origiiial) The purification device of claim 1, y/bcreia the RNA-captuiing membrane is 
porous and has an average pore si2e diameter of fixjm about 1 micron to about 1 0 microns. 

19. (Ori^nal) The purification device of claim 1, wherein the at least one RNA-capturing 
membrane comprises a hydrophobic membrane. 

20. (Original) The purification device of claim 19, vvherein the hydrophobic membrane 
comprises a glass fiber membrane. 

21. (Original) The purification device of claim 14, wherein the filter frit is porous and has an 
average pore size diameter of fiom about 20 microns to about 1 00 microns. 

22. (Original) The purification device of claim 14, wh^in the filter m comprises a plastic 
material. 

23. (Original) The purification device of claim 14, wherein the filter frit comprises a 
polyethylene material. 
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24. (Original) Hie purification device of claim 1, wherein the vacuum adapter plate further 
comprises a drip director extending away from the second surfece of the substtate disposed in fluid 
communication with a respectiveone of the one or more thiou^-holes. 

25. (Original) The purification device of claim 24. wherein the drip director includes at least a 
portion that is conical. 

26. (Currently amoided) The purification device of claim 2, v^erein the first filter connector 
comprises a locking fitting lockable with at least one o f the set of first n^g ^ connecto^g . 

27. (Cuirently amended) A purification system comprising: 
the purification device of claim 1, 

vAerein The first filter connector is connected to a respective one of the onoormoro 
^^'""'Sh holoD set of first plate connectors, and the purification system fiirther comprisesU;]! 
a vacuum source; and 

a vacuum manifold coimected to the vacuum source; 

wterein the second surface of the vacuum adapter plate is opcratively disposed in the 
vacuum manifold such that in operation a pressure gradient is created across the RNA-capturing 
membrane. 

28. (Original) The purification system of claim 27, fijrther comprising a seal disposed between 
the vacuum manifold and the vacuum adapter plate. 
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29. (Origiiial) TTie purification system of claim 27. further comprismg at least one collection 
vessel disposed in the vacuum manifold and arranged to receive fluids drawn through the one or 
more duou^-holes, 

30. (Currently amended) A kit, comprising: 

at least one filter, the at least one filter comprising; 
a filter body that includes an interior, 

a first filter contiector in fluid communication with the interior, and 

at least one ribonucleic acid^pturing (RNA-capturing) membrane disposed witibin 

the interior; 

at least one syringe body having an interior volume of at least about 5 ml and including a 
connector capable of fomiing a fluid communication with the first filter coimector, 

at least one syringe body having an interior volume of at least about 20 ml and inchiding a 
connector capable of forming a fluid communication with the fir^ filter connectOT; and 

a rmiovable vacuum adapter plate comprising a substrate, at least one through-hole 
extending through the substrate, and a first plate connector extendinfi f^om the snhgtmtft anH 
capable of foraiing a fluid communication with the firet filter connecton 

3L (Original) The kit of claim 30, fiirther comprising a container and one or more blood- 
treatment components disposed in the container. 
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^ 32. (Origmal) The kit of claim 30, furfl^ corpprising a container and a lysing reagent disposed 

in the container. 
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33. (Original) The kit of claim ^0 fiiT*h«. 



